The Trials of Life – Courtship

1. The Nightingale is famous for its singing. What is the reason for these songs in both Nightingales and whales?

2. Why is competition between suitors important for the female and for the species?

3. What is a ‘successful mating’? Why should unsuccessful ones be avoided?

4. How does a Blue-footed Boobie male court a female?

5. What is the advantage of displaying the colours only in the courting season?

6. Describe the value of imprinting

7. Explain the term ‘reproductive isolation’ in terms of the ‘foster offspring’ of the Mallard Duck and the Golden-eye Duck.

8. Why would the female salamander inspect the droppings of the male? What is the survival advantage for the species?

9. What is unusual about the Lyrebird’s song and dance?

10. Why did the Satin Bower bird steal from the other male and destroy his bower? How does this benefit the species?

11. Why would rivals for the attention of a female help each other?

12. All of the species in the DVD have one thing in common with regard to the choosing of a mate. What is it?

13. Give an example of a species that uses each of the following courtship behaviours:

	Song

Scent

Colour


	Enticements

Display of  skills




