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Mining on the Stikine River

Red Chris Mine would be an open-pit copper-gold-silver mine located in the Stikine watershed in northwestern British Columbia. The proposed mine would process 30,000 tons of ore per day over a mine life of 28 years. This mine will leave behind an estimated 307 million tons of waste rock, which would likely need active water management to prevent acid mine drainage in perpetuity.  It will also generate 183 million tons of toxic tailings that will be dumped into a two and a half by three quarter mile pile engulfing a natural lake. The Red Chris has obtained its environmental certificate and construction permits.  Construction began in 2012. 

The Schaft Creek Project is a proposed 150,000 ton per day open pit copper-gold-molybdenum-silver mine in the upper Schaft Creek watershed which drains into the Stikine just south of Telegraph Creek.  The mine will produce over 800 million tons of tailings and 1 billion tons of waste rock, much of it known to be acid generating over 15 years.  The waste will be placed into a direct tributary of the Stikine.  This mine poses a high risk to the Stikine River water quality.  The Schaft Creek Application for permits was accepted in 2011.

The Galore Creek Project is a massive proposed open-pit copper-gold-silver mine located west of the Stikine River in the Galore Creek watershed.  If built, it would be the fourth largest copper mine in North America and the largest in Canada.  It will generate about 1.3 billion tons of waste rock, roughly half of that waste rock being potentially acid generating and will impact a number of rivers that drain into the Stikine. The plan calls for waste to be placed in the Galore Creek Valley, raising the threat of acid mine drainage flowing into the Iskut River, a major tributary that contains up to 40% of the spawning, rearing and migration habitat for the millions of salmon that return to the Stikine River.

What will happen to the mine after its expected lifetime?




[bookmark: _GoBack]What is mine reclamation and how long does it take?





Do you think these mines need to be developed?
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